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Minutes 
Newton Planning Commission 

May 25, 2004 
Council Chambers 

City Hall 
 

The regular meeting of the Newton Planning Commission was held at 7:30 p.m. on May 25, 2004 in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall. 
 
Members 
Present:  Brevard Arndt 
  Gary Corne 
  Kent Elliott 
  Stan Gabriel 
  Ken Simmons 
  Stan Winstead 
 
Members   
Absent: Clinton Sigmon 
   
Staff   
Present: Glenn Pattishall, AICP Planning Director 
  Alex Fulbright, AICP Planner  
  Richard Crump, Planner 
 
Others:            Ken Johnson 
   
Chairman Arndt called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 
Item 2: Approval of Minutes April 24, 2004 Meeting 
 Chairman Arndt asked for consideration of the minutes as presented.  There being no corrections, he 
ruled that the minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Item 3: Public Hearings – Text Amendment #2004-04 Large Sports and Entertainment Facilities 
 Chairman Arndt recognized Mr. Pattishall.  Mr. Pattishall read from his May 20, 2004 memo to the 
Planning Commission on this item. He reviewed the prior presentation at the April meeting from Ken Johnson 
concerning a proposed ice skating facility to be located off of U.S. Hwy. 70 in an M-1 district.  He stated that at 
the April meeting there was consensus of the Planning Commission for the staff to schedule a public hearing on 
a proposed text amendment that would allow these type large recreation and sports entertainment facilities in 
M-1 districts as special use permits.   
 
 Mr. Pattishall then reviewed the draft wording of the proposed text amendment including the 
definitions permitted use table and the specific requirements or standards for approval of special use permits. 
 
 Mr. Gabriel questioned if the size limitation of ten acres could be reduced.  Mr. Pattishall stated that 
these were large facilities that would require parking arrangements and maneuvering areas and most likely 
would be better suited for larger sites than in commercial areas. 
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 Mr. Elliott stated that the City may want to require truck parking at the rear from an aesthetic 
standpoint.  Mr. Winstead stated that it would be an M-1 district where trucks are parked in the front of 
buildings anyway.   
 
 Mr. Corne said that the requirement that the facility be new construction may need to be removed so 
that the adaptive reuse of existing facilities would be encouraged.  Mr. Elliott agreed with Mr. Corne.  He said 
it would stimulate infield development.  Mr. Corne said he felt that some locations could be used for music and 
theatrical entertainment sectors.  He said he would be in favor of keeping Number 6 as long as the adaptive 
reuse of existing facilities would be allowed as well. 
 
 Mr. Arndt suggested substantial renovation wording be added.  Mr. Winstead explained the rehab 
code application to assemblies.  There was a consensus that the Number 6 requirement be removed as far as 
standards for special use approval.  Mr. Arndt questioned whether the Board of Adjustment or the City Council 
should have these public hearings.  There was consensus that the Board of Adjustment conduct them.  
  
 With no further discussion, motion was made by Mr. Corne, seconded by Mr. Elliott, unanimously 
adopted that the text amendment be recommended to the City Council for consideration subject to the removal 
of requirement Number 6 as far as standards applicable as individual special use permits. 
 
 
Item 4: Old Business 
    There was none. 
 
Item 5: New Business 
 Mr. Pattishall stated that Mr. Ken Johnson was not on the agenda but had requested to address the 
Planning Commission with an idea that he had.  There was consensus of the Planning Commission to recognize 
Mr. Johnson for presentation.   
 
 Mr. Johnson said that he wanted to speak to the Planning Commission about a possible rezoning of a 
tract off of St. Paul’s Church Road.  He said that he had been in Newton with his business for almost ten years.  
He said there were two parcels that his organization had been considering for the ice dome but they both had 
myriad problems.  He said they are on a very tight time schedule to construct their new building. He displayed a 
map showing parcels within the Fairgrove Business Park in Hickory.  He said that they are now considering a 
tract that is partly within Newton and partly within Hickory or split by the city limit boundaries.  He said the 
Newton zoning is R-20.  The Hickory zoning is an industrial park classification like M-1.  He said that one of 
their investors was David Looper who is negotiating with Hickory to develop a site for the new ice dome and it 
would require Newton rezoning to be effective.  He explained the grading plans for the site.  He also explained 
that the City of Hickory was considering a text amendment and suggested that the City needed to rezone a 
portion within Newton to M-1 so that it could be permitted as a special use.  He then displayed several scenarios 
as to how structures could be placed on the site.  He said that in any type of arrangement, some structures would 
be in Hickory and some in Newton.   
 
 The Planning Commission then discussed the St. Paul Area Plan and that it called for mixed use 
development.  They discussed access being limited for St. Paul’s Church Road access so that it would only 
come off of Fairgrove Church Road.  There was a consensus that the City should not hold up the plan if access 
must be provided off of St. Pauls Church Road.   
 
 Ken Johnson said most patrons will be from outside Catawba County. 
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 Kent Elliott said he has a problem if it is located in Hickory, that there would be nothing for Newton in 
terms of restaurants.  He preferred to see people spending their money in Newton. 
 
 Mr. Winstead said it was the Planning Commission and City’s job to bring people to Newton.   
 
 Mr. Corne said the City should be very happy to see something like this anywhere close by so that 
everyone would benefit from it. 
 
 Ken Johnson said he wanted to discuss with the Planning Commission tonight so that problems can be 
identified.  He said he needed to have industrial zoning by Newton for this property. 
 
 Mr. Winstead said that that would be mixed use and there will never be residential there and so this 
would be appropriate.  Mr. Johnson said that he really needed to have road frontage and access off of St. Paul’s 
Church Road.     
 
 
Item 6:  Reports 
 Mr. Pattishall reviewed the Code Enforcement and Permit Reports for the month of April. 
 
Item 7: Adjournment 
 With no further discussion, meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Glenn J. Pattishall/AICP 
Secretary 
 
ds 


